
Wisdom Psalms, pt.ii 
 

 Theologians are divided regarding the nature and criteria of the wisdom psalms 

and the number of psalms that are to be included in this category.  Some hold that 

wisdom psalms are identified by the presence of the following: the word blessed; 

numerical statements; better than sayings; the communication of a teacher to a son; 

simple comparisons; admonitions or warnings; and so on.  Apart from these stylistic 

characteristics, others have stated that this type of psalm is known by the presence of 

the following themes: the sharp contrast between the righteous and the wicked; 

admonition about conduct that results in welfare or misfortune; the principle of the fear 

of the Lord as the beginning of wisdom; exhortations by comparison and admonition to 

good conduct; an alphabetical acrostic pattern; and so on.   Such psalms are not 

essentially identified with corporate worship.   They emphasize God’s order and 

blessings of life in creation (Ps 19); the law (19, 119); family (127- 128); community 

(133), and in the radical contrast between the righteous and the wicked (1; 49; 112).    

      

A Brief Examination of Psalm 1 
1 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits 

in the seat of scoffers;  
2 
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and 

night.  
3
 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not 

wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 
4 
The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives 

away. 
5
 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 

righteous; 
6 
for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

 In the first place, the fact that this is the leading psalm in the psalter highlights its 

unique significance: it confronts us with the priority of life.  We are presented with the 

need to live our lives to the glory of God or to choose the life of wretched and wicked 

separation from him. We called to take a stand between the alternatives of the way of 

righteousness and the way of wickedness.  There is no tertium quid.   

 The psalm begins with a beatitude, with the application of the term blessed to the 

righteous person who is described in vv. 1-3 and who is in glaring contrast with the 

wicked, portrayed in vv. 4 -5.  The last verse brings the psalmist’s thoughts to their 

crashing crescendo. 

 It depicts the absolute polarities and the opposite destinies of the righteous and 

the wicked.  The former is shown to have a solid foundation in Torah (instruction), the 

Word of God, on account of which he makes a voluntary separation from the 

unrighteous, vv. 1-2.  He is strong, stable and productive, v. 3, because of his attitude 

and actions towards God’s Word – he delights in it and meditates on it day and night, v. 

2.  In other words, his life is totally immersed in the Word of God; this is his holy 

preoccupation and his reasonable service. 

 Contrarily, the wicked, that is, those whose attitudes and actions are hostile to 

God, care nothing about God and his Word.  Their lives are shaky and unstable, v. 4 



and being left to their own righteousness, v. 5a – they are not justified – they will 

experience and enforced separation from the covenant community of the righteous. 

 What will be their end?  Verse 6 tells us.  The Lord is intimately concerned with 

the righteous man’s way of life and, the implication here is that he cares for him.  

However, the way of the wicked will certainly perish.   In other words, there is eternal 

consolation for the righteous versus eternal condemnation for the wicked.  Wisdom 

requires and denotes that we live for God alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  The 

fool says in his heart there is no God. 
  

 
  

  

  

 
     

  

  


